Amphetamines and leukocytosis. A possible association.
An increased incidence of leukocytosis and statistically significant elevations of both median and mean white blood cell counts were found in a small series of patients who presented to an emergency department with nonspecific complaints after amphetamine use. These findings suggest the possibility of an association between amphetamines and increased leukocyte counts, which would most likely be due to a mechanism the same as or similar to that responsible for stress leukocytosis, which can be seen with epinephrine administration or stress in general. Before such an association can be considered in any patient, other causes of leukocytosis, especially infection, must be carefully excluded.